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that telephone bell is being listened for, especially by aspirants to social pre-eminence whose position is still undefined, but whose value may be finally determined by inclusion in these parties!
" My dear, are you free on the tenth ? " comes the airy question of the hostess, swelling with the pride of patronage, to the invitee at the other end of the wire, trembling with eagerness yet trying not to seem too keen. " I'm not quite sure, dearest; hold the line one moment, I'll consult my book! " And all the time " dearest " knows exactly what this little comedy means, and that" my dear " has kept the whole week free " on spec." in hopes of this very invitation, for did she not find herself a hundred times in the same position when she was scaling the social ladder ?
Then, having collected her parties and organized for her guest as many luncheons, teas, dinners, suppers, operas and balls as he can squeeze into the period of his visit, the prospective hostess turns her thoughts to the adornment of herself and her house.
Hats and dresses are ordered in those wonderful Fifth Avenue shops for every separate occasion, and here the hostess has a distinct advantage over her-rivals, for having arranged them herself, she knows precisely what these occasions will be and can secure the very thing for each.
The house is turned upside down and inside out, everything being done that may enhance the comfort of the guest, for American women are past masters in the art of entertaining and spare nothing to make their parties a success. Indeed, entertaining in New York is attended by a display of luxury never surpassed in England even before the war.
I was once staying in a house during a royal visit,AMERICA                           181
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